
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does this qualification cover? 

By taking A’ Level Art: Photography as part of your programme of study, you will learn to 

expand your creative horizons and develop an understanding of how photography is used across 

industry sectors by taking and editing photographs to fulfil set briefs. You will also be given the 

opportunity to set your own briefs in order so that you can use photography to explore your 

interests and communicate your beliefs and ideas.  

You are encouraged to contextualise your work and develop an understanding of how 

photography is an art form as well as being a medium for practical and visual communication. By 

the end of Y13 you have produced a substantial portfolio of work through the creation of 

photographs, digital presentations and written work: as part of your coursework you will produce 

a 1,000- 3,000 word thematic essay explaining the political, social and cultural contexts that have 

influenced your practical portfolio. As part of the course you will be studying famous artists and 

photographers and learning how to work photographic equipment such as lightboxes and flash 

guns. You will be using professional DLSR cameras and professional software such as Adobe 

Photoshop and Lightroom, as well as learning wet photography skills in the UTC’s bespoke 

darkroom. 

 

The qualification links directly to the practical content of Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Digital 

Media and you can therefore take the A’ Level alongside this course. 

 

 

There are two units that you will study for this A’ Level: 

Unit 1 – Personal Investigation (60% of the course) 

For this you develop your own portfolio and write your contextual study essay. You will evidence 

learning of equipment, art movements, exhibition studies and development of ideas. 

Unit 2 – Externally Assessed Exam (40% of the course) 

You will work to a question set by the exam board. You have one term to prepare for this before 

the set exam. The exam board will set the theme and the context of the question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


